' The Gulf Co-operation Council was created in 1981 to unite the states of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Oman in promoting economic and security integration. The "Uniform Economic Agreement of the Gulf Co-operation Council", which came into effect on 1 March 1983, provides for, amongst other things, the treatment of all land and sea transport systems on an equal basis. See Muhammad Abu-1-Khail, "Economic Integration in the Gulf: The Nucleus of Complete Arab Integration", Al-'Arabi (Kuwait) 303, February 1984.
' Saudi Arabian commerce is potentially covered by the Commercial Court Regulation issued by Order 32/1350 of 1931. See Norman Anderson, Law Reform in the Muslim World, London, 1976, p. 185. 3 Saudi Arabia does not have a constitution proper, although Peaslee, in his Constitutions of the World, alludes to one. This "Constitution" is actually the "Organic Instructions (or Fundamental Law) of the Hijaz" of 1926.
4 Umm al-Qura is somewhat akin to an Official Gazette (al-7aridat al-Rasmiyyat). All the GCC states have official gazettes, and laws generally only become effective either upon publication therein or a few months thereafter. In the case of Saudi Arabia, however, some legislation enacted by various Ministerial bodies is not published in Umm al-Qura despite the fact that the provision might have become "law" 1982.9 Prior to this law, the state of Sharjah was alone in possession of a maritime code. In 1970, Sharjah had produced "The Maritime Law of the State of Sharjah and its Dependencies", which officially appeared in English and stated that English maritime law as varied by Sharjah provisions would apply in the State.1° As in the other GCC states prior to their codifications, in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, principles of the Islamic Shari'a, the "common law" of the land, theoretically regulated maritime commerce until the appearance of the aforesaid Federal Maritime Law, which now governs most areas of merchant shipping."
In addition to the Maritime Codes and the Civil and Commercial Codes which often provide rules for marine navigation and certain types of maritime sale (f.o.b. and c.i.f.) therein, the GCC states adhere to various international, regional, and bilateral agreements. This note will not attempt to elaborate on the Codes et cetera, but simply list important legislation governing maritime activity in the GCC states through early 1985.12 Future articles in the ALQ will cover such topics as the limitation of a shipowner's liability, maritime mortgages, marine insurance, and so forth. In so far as is possible these studies will be comparative-not only with the common law and civil law jurisdictions but within themselves, Arab state to Arab state to precepts of the Islamic Shari'a. '
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS S
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, two of the most traditionally Islamic states, are parties to only two and one international agreements respectively. Saudi Arabia has adhered to 6 In Kuwait, Decree 3/59 issuing the "Maritime Code" is published in al-Kuwait al-Yaum, the Official Gazette, 228/59, and Decree Law 28/80 issuing the "Law of Maritime Commerce" is published in the Official Gazette 1305/80 (effective 15 August 1980). Kuwait is clearly the most advanced of the GCC states in relation to maritime legislation and has subscribed, as we shall see, to most important international maritime conventions. 
